
DEVELOPING LEADERS THROUGH EDUCATION

Croatian 
Scholarship Fund

		      CSF Fundraising Campaign
The Covid 19 pandemic has been a struggle for most of us and 
CSF is no exception.  As a result, CSF had to cancel its two major 
fundraising events this year, the Gala Dinner in Sacramento and 
the Golf Tournament in the SF Bay Area.  These two events gen-
erate approximately $75,000 annually.  Those funds are critical 
for the support of our students and for the administration of our 
program.

At the same time that CSF experienced a decline in funds, the 
number of students applying for scholarships increased. Many of 
the excellent Croatian applicants had to be turned away. In spite 
of our limited budget, CSF was able to accept 18 new students 
into the program.          

To help cover the shortfall and to pay for the additional  
scholarships, CSF launched a Fundraising Campaign. In  
addition to letters and personal appeals, CSF reached out to  
the community through a “gofundme” appeal.

As of the writing of this article, CSF raised $32,020.00.  We  
appreciate the numerous donors who responded to our  
Fundraising Campaign.  Although it does not replace all of the 
funds lost to CSF due to the crisis, it is encouraging to see such 
a significant response.  Many people are hurting and we know 
that donations mean more now in these difficult times.

The Board wishes to thank those who donated 1,000.00 or more 
by name as follows: 

DECEMBER 2020
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Anđelka Davidović
University of Zagreb
Major: Health Science 
Place of Birth: Gospić,Croatia
Sponsor: Joan Nelson

Zvonimir Delać
University of Zagreb
Major: Veterinary Medicine 
Place of Birth: Split, Croatia
Sponsor: Ms. Tatjana Grgich

Fran Hercigonja
University of Zagreb
Major: Computer Science
Place of Birth: Virovitica
Sponsor: : Mr. & Mrs. Roy  
and Patricia Krzanić

Blaž Korotaj
University of Zagreb
Major: Mathematics
Place of Birth: Varaždin
Sponsor: Mr. Al Saracevic-  
CSF Bay Area Golf

Ivan Odak
University of Zagreb
Major: Computer Science
Place of Birth: Ljubuški, BiH
Sponsor: Mrs. & Mr. Nicole and 
Stanko Barle

Jelena Pažin
University of Mostar
Major: Medicine
Place of Birth: Mostar, BiH
Sponsor: Mr. ZlatkoVasilj

2020 Graduates

We are pleased to announce that this 
year twelve students graduated from 
the CSF program with  Master’s and 
Medical Degrees in their disciplines.  
Many graduated with academic 
honor and recognition from their 
perspective universities. 
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Josip-Ivan Čondić Begović
University of Split
Major: Medicine 
Place of Birth: Sinj, Croatia 
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. John  
and Lydia Vidović
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Thank You for All the Years of Sponsorship
20  to 30 year range
Croatian American Cultural Center in Sacramento 
Mr. & Mrs. Sara & Bill Cumbelich Endowment Fund 
Ms. Tatjana Grgic Family Foundation/Effective 2020 Tatjana  Grgich Memorial 
Mr. & Mrs. Lydia and John Vidovich 
15 to 20  year range
Dr. & Mrs. Marko & Jacqueine Bodor 
Croatian Radio in New York 
Mr & Mrs. Marijana & Željko Pavić 
Mr.& Mrs. Michelle and  Jure Šola
Mr. & Mrs Zdenka and Željko Urban
Mr. Zlatko Vasilj/ Marko Vasilj Memorial
 10 to 15 year range
Mrs. Barbara Jagiello
Mr. Steve Musich
Mr. Damir Radoš/ Dragica Radoš Memorial
Mrs. & Mr. Nicole & Stanko Barle 
Mr. & Mrs. Darko & Marina Sertić
5 to 10 year range
Mrs. Rosemary Dixon/Effective 2020 Rosemary Dixon Memorial
Erin Lewis, Eat, Pray, Move Travel Agency
Mr. Miljenko Grgich Endowment Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Roy and Patricia Krzanich
Mr. & Mrs.Tomislav and Vesna Kundić
Mrs. Anka Margaretić
Mr. Zeljko Miksić
Mr. Tomo  Miškić
Ms. Joan Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Celia Sertich
Mr. Alan Unger Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Walt and Linda Wismar
Up to 5 years
Dr.Nebojsa & Nevenka Avdalović
Ms. Sharon Bronzan 
Judge Edward J. Damich 
Dr. Zdenka Delalić & Dr. Glenn Boseman
Scott & Patricia Jercich
Mrs. Đurđica  Nenadić / In Memory of Dr. Ivan Nenadić
Mrs. Veronika Škrnjug
Mr. Robert Spretnak
Ms. Ivana Stolnik
Ms. Sandra E. Tasca

Stephen with his grandparents  Frank and Eva Kriletich



  

We have a total of 80 student in the program for the 
academic year 2020/21.  This again is a record number 
and would not be possible without the generosity 
of our donors and sponsors.  Therefore CSF is able 
to continue to provide scholarships to deserving 
Croatian students living and attending universities 
in Croatia and Bosnia & Herzegovina.  We can’t thank 
you enough for supporting CSF, collectively we are 
giving these students  an opportunity of a lifetime, an 
education which they would not otherwise be able to 
achieve.

2020/21 New Students:    
We are pleased to profile the 18 new students  CSF  
accepted into the program.  Sample statements taken 

from their applications, show how resilient they are, in spite of life 
obstacles and challenges. These students have excelled academi-
cally, demonstrated leadership qualities, are involved in their com-
munities and are in need of financial assistance.

	Students and Graduates

  



 

 ~ Mario Sesar

~ Nikola Vasilj



  

   Ana and her grandmother
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Fund RAISING DRIVE

the Croatian Scholarship Fund Endowment as an  
alternative vehicle for your charitable funds.

Should you have questions, please contact any of our Board 
member or Marijana Pavic at 530 392 2467,  
email - marijana@croatianscholarship.org

Announcement:
We welcome our newly appointed Croatian Consul  
General in Los Angeles, Ms. Renée Pea. She arrived this 
summer but due to Corona Virus is unable to travel or join 
Croatian communities. She is eager to get to know us and 

encourages 
people to  
call or visit 
her at the 
office.  

All of us  
are grateful 
to Consul 
Counselor  

Mr. Damir Tomka and his staff for a job well done in  holding  
the rains and keeping the Croatian Consul General Office 
in Los Angeles operational.  His warm and personal touch 
whenever we called or met with him is greatly appreciated.




