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Croatian Scholarship Fund

     Croatian Scholarship Fund was established in 1989 by a small group of Croatian Americans from San Francisco Bay Area for the purpose of providing university scholarships for Croatian students who could not otherwise afford a college education. 
With this goal in mind, the new CSF Board un-der the leadership of Mr. Branko Barbir, Mr. Bob Bronzan, Mr. George Kumparak and Mr. Anthony Ujdur, established the organization guidelines and policies. They wisely decided that the Board mem-bers must serve as volunteers without compensation. Fundraising plan was created and overwhelming support came from many Croatian Americans across the United States. Strict academic standards were established for student admission in an effort to select the most promising students who would someday become qualified leaders in Croatia. 

CSF’s work has exceeded everyone’s expectations. Today CSF is highly recognized as the only Croatian organization in North America providing scholarships to financially de-serving Croatian students. We have received recognition from the highest Government officials in the United States and Croatia.
To date, CSF’s efforts have enabled a large number of students to graduate from college and many have become leaders in their chosen professions. Currently we are funding 53 students enrolled at various universities in Croatia and Bosnia and Hercegovina. The monetary value of each scholarship is $1,500 per academic year with a total funding of $6,000 for four years.

While the CSF Board is extremely proud of these outstanding accomplishments, the credit must be given to many contributors, student sponsors and benefactors. This organization would not have been able to flourish without the support from generous individuals and organizations. We have sponsors that continue to support students year after year and many provide multiple scholarships. Our students tell us that they are grateful and are encouraged to receive help from people that live so far away and are willing to invest in their education.  

.

CSF to Celebrate 25 Years of Existence

                  CSF to Celebrate 25 Years of Existence

Above CSF founding members from left to right: Tony Ujdur,  George Kumparak, Bob Bronzan 
and Branko Barbir

Archbishop Dr. Želimir Puljić from Zadar was instrumental 
in encouraging founding 

members twenty five years 
ago to invest in Croatian 

youth and their education.  
He was presented a CSF 
Distinguished Croatian 

Award in 2011.

Continued on page 2
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CSF will Celebrate 25th Anniversary in Zagreb

.

On September 26th, 2014 CSF will be celebrating 25th 

Kazalište Komedija where the concert will be held.  This is a great 

honor for CSF.  The HRT Tamburiza Orchestra directed by  

Mr. Siniša Leopold will be performing and accompanied by known 

Leopold taking the lead in organizing this event.  If you are in 

Croatia during this time, please help us spread the word and plan 

to attend the concert.For further information please check CSF’s web site at  

www.croatianscholarship.org

  VISA          Donate online at www.croatianscholarship.org  •  Thank you for your contribution to CSF!

PLEASE SEND TO:

 

 

925-556-6263 or  
Name:

__________________________________ 

Address:
__________________________________ 

City/State/Zip__________________________________ 

email:
__________________________________
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Croatian Scholarship Fund

Hrvatska školska zaklada
Domovinska pros lava jubi le ja
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gaiety and charm. When we see the young people perform, 

we know that the culture that delights us all will continue.   

Petra and Emil exceeded themselves in bringing to us our  

most loved traditional music along with the new.  

What is always appealing of CSf and of our hosts Croatian 

American Cultural Center (CACC) is the focus on our amazingly 

talented and brilliant students, who through their letters and 

videos tell us what our support means to them. Every year our 

list of students grows, as does our list of very generous stu-

dent sponsors. We are thankful to each and every one of them 

and are delighted to report that CACC hosted dinners have 

brought us even more sponsors. 

Succinctly the Annual Gala was great food, amazing entertain-

ment, great conversation, old and new friends, a silent auction 

with so many surprises 

and a live auction 

which, if we were not 

the winning bidder,  

allowed you to dream 

of a great getaway.

Again, thank you to 

CACC of Sacramento,  

to our honored guests, 

to CSF sponsors, to 

Skalinada and Koraci, 

to Petra and Emil, to all 

who made our 19 th  

CACC dinner a delight. 

Finally, do not forget 

that our 20 th Dinner 

will be held next April.  

We hope to see you all 

again. .~ By Barabra Jagiello

CSF’s 2018 Sacramento Gala Dinner  

and Dance Hosted by Croatian American 

Cultural Center

CSF’s April 2018 Sacramento Gala Dinner and Dance  

exceeded the previous events with an abundance of warm 

weather and celebrities. It was CSF’s good fortune that our 

dinner coincided with a meeting of Consul Generals from 

various US cities. Along with the attendance of the Honor-

able Dr. Siniša Grgić, CSF was honored with the attendance 

of other Honorable Consul Generals from major US cities. 

There is no other organization like CSF and the dinner is the 

best opportunity to introduce other Croatians to our work 

and our students. 

The unusually warm spring weather was so ideal that the 

dinner was served in the bucolic setting of the Croatian 

America Cultural Center’s grounds. The Skalinada Kolo 

Group and the Koraci Folklore Ensemble brought their usual 

   
CSF’s  30 th Anniversary!

CSF is celebrating 30 years since its inception!  2019  

officially marks the 30 th Anniversary of the Croatian  

Scholarship Fund. CSF has come a long way since 1989 

and much of its success is due to the endless support 

from countless volunteers and sponsors over the years. 

The dedicated all-volunteer Executive and Advisory 

Boards have put in tremendous effort over the last 30 

years and have helped make a difference in the lives of 

over 400 students.  

National and international leaders, organizations as well 

as academic scholars and leading citizens praise and 

recognize CSF’s charitable work. These include the White 

House, United States Congress, the Republic of Croatia 

and the Croatian Government from Bosnia and  

Herzegovina. 

This year’s 30 th Anniversary Gala Dinner will be held at the 

Croatian Cultural Center in Sacramento on Saturday, April 

27 th.  We will look forward to seeing you all there as this 

will surely be another memorable event for CSF. .

		
	

	

	

	

	

~ By Marko Buljan

Gallery continued on page two…
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Siniša Grgić (Consul General of Croatia in Los 

Angeles), and Berislav Vujeva (Consul General 

of Bosnia & Herzegovina in Chicago)

         

Skalinada Kolo Group, Sacramento
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Mike Župan receives a CSF Award
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Zlatko (Joe) Vasilj 

Gala Dinner, continued…

Sponsors Meet with Their Students



  CSF NEWSLETTER • December 2019 Continued on page 5…



 5



  CSF NEWSLETTER • December 20196



 



  CSF NEWSLETTER • December 2019

Fund RAISING DRIVE
.com

3 3

CACC

     

	       

Marko B. Zaninovich Family Jack Nowel

Margarita Weersing


