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DEVELOPING LEADERS THROUGH EDUCATION

Croatian 
Scholarship Fund

     Croatian Scholarship Fund was established in 
1989 by a small group of Croatian Americans from 
San Francisco Bay Area for the purpose of providing 
university scholarships for Croatian students who 
could not otherwise afford a college education. 

With this goal in mind, the new CSF Board un-
der the leadership of Mr. Branko Barbir, Mr. Bob 
Bronzan, Mr. George Kumparak and Mr. Anthony 
Ujdur, established the organization guidelines and 
policies. They wisely decided that the Board mem-
bers must serve as volunteers without compensation. 
Fundraising plan was created and overwhelming 
support came from many Croatian Americans across 

the United States. Strict academic standards were established for student admission in 
an effort to select the most promising students who would someday become qualified 
leaders in Croatia. 

CSF’s work has exceeded everyone’s expectations. Today CSF is highly recognized as the 
only Croatian organization in North America providing scholarships to financially de-
serving Croatian students. We have received recognition from the highest Government 
officials in the United States and Croatia.

To date, CSF’s efforts have enabled a large number of students to graduate from college 
and many have become leaders in their chosen professions. Currently we are funding 
53 students enrolled at various universities in Croatia and Bosnia and Hercegovina. The 
monetary value of each scholarship is $1,500 per academic year with a total funding of 
$6,000 for four years.

While the CSF Board is extremely proud of these outstanding accomplishments, the 
credit must be given to many contributors, student sponsors and benefactors. This 
organization would not have been able to flourish without the support from generous 
individuals and organizations. We have sponsors that continue to support students year 
after year and many provide multiple scholarships. Our students tell us that they are 
grateful and are encouraged to receive help from people that live so far away and are 
willing to invest in their education.  

.
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Above CSF founding members 
from left to right: Tony Ujdur,  

George Kumparak, Bob Bronzan 
and Branko Barbir

Archbishop Dr. Želimir Puljić 
from Zadar was instrumental 

in encouraging founding 
members twenty five years 
ago to invest in Croatian 

youth and their education.  
He was presented a CSF 
Distinguished Croatian 

Award in 2011. Continued on page 2
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I wish you and your 
family good health and 
happiness during this 
Holiday Season. 

On behalf of the CSF 
Board and our students 
in the program, I would 
like to extend our 

sincere appreciation and gratitude to our donors, 
sponsors and benefactors. Your generosity has helped 
a large number of deserving students earn a college 
degree. These students continue to express deep 
appreciation and heartfelt thanks for the financial 
assistance they receive, because your donations truly 
make a difference in their lives. 

 I encourage you to read the student biographies 
and appreciation letters. I believe that you will be 
impressed with their accomplishments as well as the 
hardships and adversities they had to overcome,  
it will touch your heart as it has mine.

 Next year CSF will be celebrating 25 years of its 
existence. We will take this opportunity to celebrate 
our student accomplishments and express apprecia-
tion to many of our supporters. For close to 25 years 
we have helped Croatian university students and 
collectively we should be proud of our work. Our goal 
is to continue with this effort and we ask for your 
continued support.

I would also like to take this opportunity to express 
my sincere thanks to all the Baord Members who 
have given selflessly of their time and volunteer to 
make CSF an organization that promotes education 
for our young people. 

Thank you all for supporting CSF. May you and  
your family have a blessed Christmas and a  
Happy New Year.

Čestit Božić i Sretna Nova Godina!

 ~ Marijana Pavić, CSF President

Next year, CSF will be celebrating 25 years 
of its existence. The Board members are busy 
at work planning multiple events to com-
memorate and celebrate this momentous 
occasion. Please look for our press releases 
and event announcements and we encour-
age you to come to these events. Our feature 
celebration will be held on April 26th, 2014 
at the Croatian American Cultural Center in 
Sacramento.  This will be the fifteenth year 
that CACC has hosted a gala dinners for 
CSF and how fitting that we will also cel-
ebrate our 25th Anniversary at the beautiful 
Croatian Hall in Sacramento .

25 Years continued from front page
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

        

CSF Alumni led by  
Božo Skoko and Dario Nikić 2007



 CSF NEWSLETTER •December 2013CSF NEWSLETTER • December 2013  

 

2013-2014    CSF Scholarship Recipients
Valentina Plantak
Major: Mathematics,  
University of Zagreb 
Born: Varaždin 
Sponsor: TBD

Valentina comes from a 
family of four siblings. 
She is an excellent student 

and her professors gave her highest recom-
mendations. She speaks English and German 
fluently. Her strong subject is mathematics 
and she loves to solve complicated mathemati-
cal problems. Valentina was the president of a 
youth group where she gained confidence in 
effective communication and leadership skills.

Zoran Primorac
Major: Law,  
Universtity of Zagreb 
Born: Dubrovnik 
Sponsor: Mr.&Mrs.  
Pete &Pam Bogdanović

Zoran’s family now 
lives in a small town of 

Pelješac. He and his sister attended high school 
in Dubrovnik and they commuted home on the 
weekends. Due to the poor economic situation, 
both of his parents are unemployed. Zoran’s 
hobbies include chess and table tennis, which he 
loves to play with his father and siblings.

Katarina Risović
Major: Mathematics,  
Universtity of Rijeka 
Born: Zagreb 
Sponsor: TBD

Katarina comes from 
a large family with six 
siblings. Due to financial 

difficulties, her parents moved to Virovitica into 
an older dwelling. Katarina has many dreams; 
one of them is to become a teacher or a social 
worker. She loves to work with children and 
believes that all children should be given an op-
portunity for a better life and happiness.

Mate Šimović
Major: Electrical  
Engineering, 
Universtity of Zagreb 
Born: Metković 
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs.  
Mate & Slava Buljan

taneous high schools, general and music high 
schools, and she has received excellent grades in 
both. Lucija plays flute and has participated in 
many international competitions where she has 
won top awards including a second prize at one 
of the competitions. She also performes as a solo-
ist with the Varaždin Chamber Orchestra.

Josipa Stjepanović
Major: Pharmacy, 
Universtity of Zagreb 
Born: Salvonski Brod 
Sponsor:  
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Vasilj

Josipa lives in s small town 
called Županija. She was 

born at the end of the war and still sees the rem-
nants of the war atrocities in her home town. She 
is a member of a youth group called “Mladeži 
Crvenog Križa”. After graduating from college, 
Josipa’s goal is to return to Županija so she can 
give back to her community and help her people. 
To keep balance between her work and studies, 
she plays piano, guitar and flute.

Josip Živković
Major: Medicine, 
Universtity of Zagreb 
Born: Dugo Selo 
Sponsor:  
Mr. & Mrs. Stanko Barle

Josip has three siblings. He 
is an excellent student and 

a high achiever. He participated in regional com-
petitions in Geography where he received many 
awards and high ranking. He is fluent in English 
and German languages and loves technology.  
Josip is also active in his church where he teaches 
Sunday school. 

Gabrijela Zlatunić
Major: Mathematics,  
University of Split
Born: Livno
Sponsor: TBD

Gabrijela is an excellent stu-
dent; she has achieved high 
marks in all her academic 

work. She is an active individual and a member 
of many groups. She sings in a church choir and 
participated in modern dance in high school 
where she choreographed “Uskoplje.” She also 
plays guitar and performed in high school plays. 

Mate lives in a small village, Prčavci in Bosna 
and Hercegovina. He is the youngest child of 
four siblings. His brother graduated last year in 
Agronomy and his sisters are currently attending 
colleges. In his spare time, Mate participates in 
church activities, sings in the church choir and 
dances folklore. His biggest love is technology 
and his dream is to become an engineer and an 
inventor.

Gabrijela Šišić
Major: Biotechnology, 
Universtity of Zagreb 
Born: Nova Gradiška 
Sponsor: CACC Sacramento

Gabrijela lives in a family 
of seven with only one 

income. Currenly, two of her older sisters are 
attending college studying Law and Medicine. 
Gabrijela is an excellent student, she helps oth-
ers and has received praise from her professors 
for her academic achievements. Gabrijela is an 
active member in her church, she sings in the 
choir and helps with Sunday school.

Ivan Školka
Major: Medicine,  
University of Osijek 
Born: Osijek 
Sponsor: Mr.&Mrs. Darko 
& Marina Sertić

Ivan lives with four 
siblings which, according 

to Ivan, has taught him patience and teamwork. 
Ivan is a bright young man, he started the first 
grade a year earlier and has been an excellent 
student since then. Ivan participated in various 
Biology, Mathematics and Theology competi-
tions and has received many awards. He speaks 
and writes fluently both English and German 
and has a good knowledge of the Latin language. 
He loves sports and playes basketball  
and handball.

Lucija Stilinović
Major: Music, Academy 
of Music at University of 
Zagreb 
Born: Zagreb 
Sponsor:  
Mr.&Mrs. Ante Zovich

Lucija has been an excel-
lent student throughout her school years. For 
the past three years, she has attended two simul-

Dario Martić
Major: Theology, Catho-
lic University of Sarajevo 
Born: Zenica 
Sponsor: Robert Bronzan 
Foundation

After the war ended 
Dario and his family 

moved to Žepče. He is an active young man 
who has pursued an interest in ecology. Dario 
participated in many ecology competitions 
and has won numerous top awards. He also 
loves to write poems, some of which were 
published in the local newspapers. While in 
high school, he started a religious youth group 
where the participants prayed and studied the 
Bible. His goal is to study theology.

Bruno Mihalić
Major: Computer 
Science, Universtity of 
Zagreb 
Born: Varaždin 
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. 
Walt & Linda Wismar

Bruno is an accom-
plished young man.  At an early age he 
demonstrated interest and love for computers.  
He competed in several computer competi-
tions and received top ranking on the state 
level. He was also an editor of the MeČolovka 
magazine, it won the first place for literary 
showing. In his spare time Bruno plays soccer 
and runs track.

Marina Mišković
Major: Medicine,  
University of Zagreb 
Born:  
Hrvatska Kostajnica 
Sponsor: George  
Kumparak Memorial

Marina is an excel-
lent student and was quite active in her high 
school. She participated in various compe-
tions, such as Chemistry, Enlglish, German 
and Croatian literature and has won highest 
awards. Marina was also a member of the 
debate club and was an editor of her school 
newspaper. To relax, Marina sings in a church 
choir and helps her parents with their green 
house, where they grow most of their food.

Tomislav Andrić
Major: Mathematics,  
Universtity of Zagreb 
Born: Ozimica, Žepče 
Sponsor: Sunce Winery,  
Mr. Frane Franević

Tomislav lives in a family 
of six. He has demonstrat-

ed great aptitude for math. However, his dream 
and ultimate goal is to pursue a career in politics, 
where he hopes to influence and make a positive 
change for his country. Tomislav has always 
been a a great role model and has tutored many 
students in mathematics and other subjects.

Ana Batinović
Major: Electrical  
Engineering,  
University of Zagreb 
Born: Dubrovnik 
Sponsor: Croatian Radio 
Club, NY

Ana’s family is large, nine 
members which including five siblings who are 
also attending various universities in Croatia. 
Ana has participated in numerous regional 
computer science competitions and has received 
many awards. Her goal is to become a scientist 
and an inventor. 

Filip Dujmušić
Major: Electrical  
Engineering,  
University of Zagreb 
Born: Nova Bila 
Sponsor: CACC,  
Sacramento

Filip is an accomplished 
young man. He is fluent in English and is an 
excellent student in all subjects. He participated 
in many technically oriented competitions and 
often placed in top three. He has always been 
interested in Computer Science and program-
ming and loves to solve problems.

Matej Erceg
Major: Computer Science, 
Universtity of Zagreb 
Born:Osijek 
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. 
Stanko Barle

Matej is an ambitious and 

accomplished young man. He participated in 
various competitions on a regional and national 
level. He competed in Chemistry, Physics, 
Geography, English, German and Mathematics 
where he has won many top awards. He is also 
fluent in English and while in high school he 
helped translate speeches, which Matej also read 
at special events.

Ante Jurjević
Major: Mathematics,  
Universtity of Rijeka 
Born: Rijeka 
Sponsor:   
Mr.& Mrs. Alan Unger

Ante is an excellent 
student. He has received 

exceptional praise from his professors and ad-
ministrators for being supportive and a positive 
role model to other students in his high school. 
Ante is quite active in his community as well as 
his church. He is fluent in English and German 
language.

Sara Marija 
Lovrenović
Major: Medicine, 
Universtity of Zagreb 
Born: Karlovac 
Sponsor:  Mr. & Mrs. 
Mate & Slava Buljan

Sara Marija was born in Karlovac and after the 
war her family moved to Virovitica. She is very 
active and wants to help those in need. She 
sings in a church choir, volunteers with Breast 
Cancer Survivors and is a big supporter of 
children who are struggling with prejudices. She 
has many interests and her dream is to become 
a doctor.

Bojana Matić
Major: Medicine, Univer-
stity of Mostar 
Born: Ćapljina 
Sponsor:  
Ms. Tatijana Grgich

Bojana lives in a family of 
seven members and only 

her father is employed. She has been playing 
piano since she was ten years old and plays at 
her church. Bojana also loves to sing and dance. 
In high school she was a member of a youth 
group, they traveled to Norway where Bojana 
wrote a script, edited and produced a movie.
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Mostar 16. travnja 2013.

Poštovana gosp. Vesna, 

Evo danas nam je mama javila da nam je stigla 
pošiljka to jeste pismo i ček za svaku od nas po  
$375,00. Mnogo Vam hvala za brigu o nama. 

Činjenica da živimo u sedmočlanoj obitelji u kojoj 
je samo naš tata uposlen i ima redovita primanja 
sama za sebe govori o tome koliko nam znači 
pomoć i potpora za naše školovanje. U obitelji još 
imamo sestru Magdalenu koja pohađa drugi razred 
srednje škole, mlađeg brata Luku koji ide u peti 
razred osnovne škole i još jednog mlađeg brata 
Mateja koji se sprema za predškolsku nastavu, a 
mama je u kući i trudi se skupa sa tatom ovo što 
imamo pravilno rasporediti.

Naši roditelji se trude i sve napore ulažu da nam 
osiguraju bar ono minimalno za hranu i odjeću a 
eto nekako uspijevaju i za školovanje.Dok smo 
bile mlađe u osnovnoj pa i u srednjoj školi nismo 
baš uočavale njihove brige i teškoće ali sada kada 
smo daleko od kuće i moramo još same prolaziti 
kroz razna iskušenja koja prate sve mlade vidimo 
koliko je teško osigurati novac za sve knjige, 
hranu i ostale nužne potrebe za jedan koliko toliko 
dostojan život. 

Kao i većina mladih osoba želimo se obrazovati 
i postići uspjeh u životu ali koliko god željeli 
ako nemamo i materijalnu pomoć bilo bi nam to 
nemoguće.

Jako smo sretne da smo dio Vaše 
potpore i da nismo same naročito 
u ovim vremenima nesigurnosti i 
skupoće jer su troškovi života jako 
mnogo poskupjeli a tatina osnovna 
plaća je ostala na istoj razini 
prošlogodišnje, jer prati opću krizu 
u Bosni i Hercegovini.

Učimo i molimo se Bogu za zdravlje 
za sve Vas dobročinitelje koji nam 
pomažete za naše školovanje. 

Svima koji bilo kako sudjeluju i 
koji su unutar Ove organizacije 
SRDAČNI POZDRAVI I SVAKO VAM 
DOBRO ŽELIMO!

Antonia Barešić i Ivona Barešić . 
CSF notes that  Antonia and Ivona are twin sisters  
and share one scholarship. 

     Dear Mrs. Brekalo,
     I want to thank you and Croatian Scholarship 
Fund again for helping me follow my dream, because 
without it, I wouldn’t have been able to pay for my 
college fees, 35000 kn (around $6300) this year which 
has been an extremely busy but really amazing year 
for me. I managed to finish my freshmen year with 
good grades on both of my colleges. It took a lot of 

hard work and studying to do it, but I still made time for my friends 
and extracurricular activities.
As you already know, I study Turkology and Spanish language and 
literature at University of Zagreb (Filozofski Fakultet/Faculty of 
Philosophy) and international relations and diplomacy at University 
College of International Relations and Diplomacy Dag Hammarskjöld. 
It took me some time to get used to this new life as a student, so I 
finished the first semester of my Spanish and Turkish studies with a 
lower average than I expected, 3.75 (75%), but I managed to get a much 
better average in my second semester, 4.56 (91.2%), which made my 
total first year average 4.18 (83.6%). However, I succeeded in getting 
straight A’s in all of my classes at my other college both semesters, which 
I am very proud of. Even though I was spending whole days (even 
weekends) at classes and had a lot of homework and studying to do, I 
managed to find time to do the things that I like, because I don’t know 
how I would survive otherwise. I met a lot of new people, fell in love with 
Latin-American dances, started doing fitness twice a week, and went to 
student religion every week and to handball games of my favourite team: 
Croatia Osiguranje Zagreb. As you can see, my life has been extremely 
fulfilled and I am really looking forward to the start of a new, and 
hopefully even better, academic year.
I must admit that I miss my family, especially my two youngest sisters, 
since I only got to see them 3 times since I started college. I live 216 km 
(134 mi) away from them, which is not that far, but due to the lack of 
time and money, I didn’t really have a chance to go home, except for 
holidays. Their financial situation is even harder now, since my father 
lost his job, and is just working occasionally. Unfortunately, I didn’t 
get to see them a lot this summer either. Even though I was planning to 
work in animation again, I didn’t have time, and that will make paying 
for the fees even harder this year. As one of the best Turkology students, 
along with 14 others (3 from each year), I was invited by the Speaker 
of the Turkish Parliament to visit Ankara and Istanbul at the end of 
June. Even though I was a bit scared because of the protests that were 
going on, and despite the fact that it would make finishing my exams 
a lot harder, I decided to go. It was great and I don’t regret it. When I 
got back, I had 10 days to finish all of my exams at the University of 
Zagreb, and I did it successfully (I got 5 A’s and 4 B’s). However, this 
meant that I had the most difficult exams left for September at my 
other college, so I spent most of my summer studying for them, and it 

STUDENT CORRESPONDENCEA Letter From a Former Student

Antonia

          Ivona
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Zrinka

  Mislav Cvitković
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paid off. I got A’s in 5 of my 6 
subjects, and I still have to do my 
sixth exam, but I already have 
enough ECTS points to finish the 
first year.
Thank you again for giving me 
this scholarship, it means the 
world to me. I’m really sorry 
that I didn’t write sooner, I was 
so caught up with all the things 
I had to do. I sent a letter to 
Croatian American Charitable 
Foundation by airmail, and 
I had also sent them a letter 
for Christmas. Please send my 
greetings to all members and 
friends of CSF. If you ever come 
to Croatia, I’d like to meet you 
personally.
Forever grateful,  
Zrinka
P.S. I’ll send you the copies of  
my grades later this week or next 
week, since that’s when my college 
starts .

Student Correspondence cont’d from page 7
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