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Ten years of fun and support
– Joseph Cindrich, Ph.D.

On March 21st, the Croatian Scholarship Fund
held its Tenth Annual Gala Dinner fundraiser
sponsored by the Croatian
American Cultural Center
under the leadership of the
CACC President Milan
Matosevic and Executive
Director Mike Zupan. The
CACC provided another 
delicious dinner with wines
and other refreshments for
everyone who attended the
gala affair. The event raised over $19,000 that 
will help provide financial scholarships to needy
Croatian students to attend a university in Croatia.
Over 200 people attended the event and enjoyed
the music and kolo dancing by the talented 
Koraci Kolo dancers from San Jose, enjoyable
Sidro Tamburica Group and the ever-delightful
Croatian DJ, “Mario”.

CSF President Nina Jurjevic presented a special
plaque to CACC in recognition and appreciation
of fundraising and providing scholarships to stu-
dents for the past ten years. President Nina com-
mented on the close relationship shared by both
CSF and the CACC. Croatia Counsel General,

Ante Barbir, also spoke and applauded everyone for
promoting programs that are helping to 
educate future leaders in Croatia. 

Over the past 20 years the CSF has provided
financial scholarships to over 200 students, a total 
of 113 of them have graduated and hold a college

degree in various professional
fields. Currently the CSF is
providing financial scholar-
ships to an additional 50
students enrolled at various
universities in Croatia and
Bosnia and Hercegovina.
Letters of appreciation from
students are often received
expressing their deep and

sincere appreciation to both the CSF and the
CACC. Without this help many of these young
scholars would never have had the opportunity 
to earn a college education.

Again our special thanks goes to the CACC
members and the Executive Board for sponsoring 
a very successful fundraiser for our needy students
in Croatia. Thanks to Koraci Kolo Group who stole
the hearts of everyone with their beautiful costumes
and outstanding dancing performance. We applaud
the Sidro Group for their enjoyable tamburitza
music performances. Also thank you to the 200
plus people who came to help support the annual
fundraising event.  
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Marijana Babic
SPLIT
major: Economics
sponsor: George Kumparak Memorial 

Vjeran Filipovic
SARAJEVO
major: Management
sponsor: Mr.& Mrs. Gordon Black

Dalibor Funtak
VARAZDIN
major: Maritime Engineering
sponsor: Mr. Robert Batinovic

Josip Kocur
OSIJEK
major: Medicine
sponsor: Miss Tatijana Grgich

Ana Tecic
TRAVNIK
major: Medicine
sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. Darko Sertic

Kristijan Raic
STOLAC
major: Maritime Engineering
sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. Zeljko Pavic

Magdalena Matijevic
BUSOVACA
major: Teacher
sponsor: Mr. Gary Spitz
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A Long Time Benefactor
– Marijana Pavic

The Croatian Scholarship Fund (CSF) would like to 
recognize and extend our deep appreciation to Mr. Zeljko
Urban for supporting CSF and sponsoring students for the
past twelve years. Mr. Urban is an example of many Croatians
who have sponsored students and who believe in CSF’s 
mission of educating future leaders in Croatia. Mr. Urban has
helped numerous bright and needy students in Croatia who
without his help would not have been able to complete a 
college education.

Mr. Urban has been a role model to many of us who have
known him; he is an example of a true Croatian leader.  He
received an Electrical Engineering Degree from the University
of Zagreb. In 1961 he immigrated to Germany where he
worked as an Electronic Engineer. In 1963 he came to United
States and settled in Northern California where many of us
first met Mr. Urban and where he became a highly respected
member of the Croatian community. He worked in San
Francisco as an Electronic Engineer then moved to become a
Research Specialist at the University of California at Berkeley.
After four years at Berkeley he changed careers and became a
math teacher and a High School Principal. In 1978 Mr. Urban
started his own company, Electronic Equipment Service,
which he held until 1991.

Mr. Urban was a great supporter of Croatia during the
homeland war. In 1991 he initiated and organized a signature
drive across the United Sates for the recognition of Croatia
and Slovenia.When our beautiful Croatia finally gained its
independence Mr. Urban was appointed an Assistant Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Croatia; he held this post
for two years. In 1994 the Croatian Government assigned 
Mr. Urban to serve as an Ambassador to Canada. He served
in that role for four years and in 1998 he was appointed an
Ambassador to Brazil. 

After finishing his four-year mandate as an Ambassador to
Brazil, Mr. Urban retired and returned to live in Croatia. He
and his wife Zdenka currently reside in Porec area where they
raise olives. Mr. Urban travels to United States often to visit
his son Tomislav, daughter in law Eileen and especially his
beautiful granddaughters Maja and Nina. They live in 
Austin, Texas. 

CSF wishes Mr. Urban and his wife a long, healthy and
well-deserved retirement.

Mihaela Homjak
PULA
major: Philosophy 
sponsor: Mario Vlahovic

Mislav Gogic
SPLIT
major: Law
sponsor: CACC

Friday, June 5, 2009
Golf Tournament

Sunset Whitney Country Club (near Sacramento)

For further details, please contact 
Gary Allen 916.202.8497
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Dear CSF,

I got my scholarship for this semester, and every-
thing is ok. Thank you for sending it for all these
four years. It's been of great help to me and my
family, because it helped me make my dream
comes true. Indeed!!! My plan for the near future
is to do my final diploma research paper as soon
as possible, because it does take some time to be
done. Then, I'll look for a job. I’m planning to
work for a year or two, to earn some money and
then do my Master's on American Studies or
Linguistics. I still don't know where I’m going to
do it, but it will probably be abroad. I hope I’ll
find some good people, as you, and get a scholar-
ship for my Master's as well. I’ll inform you on
this when the time comes, and in the meanwhile,
I’ll keep informing you on everything else.

Once again, thank you for being my donators
all these years. I hope that one day I’ll be able 
to help other students as you’ve helped me.

Sincerely yours, 
Magdalena Matijevic

Postovani!

Ovu stipendiju ne smatram iskljucivo kao materi-
jalnu pomoc za potrebe studiranja, vec ju shvacam
kao poticaj kako bi i dalje nastavio uspjesno
studirati. Lijepo je znati da je trud koji se ulozi 
u rad, konkretno u ucenje, cijenjen i onda sve
postaje lakse, jer znam da je ulozeni rad prepoznat
i nagradjen.

Stipendija je dakle puno vise od ceka koji 
primam, ona potice na rad, jer znajuci da je netko
ulozio u znanje, shvacam koliko je skolovanje bitno.

Jos jednom, zahvaljujem Vam na stipendiji, 
a ja cu se truditi opravdati povjerenje.

Srdacno,
Tomislav Brisevac
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Graduate Story

I was born in Zadar, in 1981.
When the war started, in 1991,
my mother, brother and I moved
to Zagreb. My father moved first,
as he was conscripted into the
army. With my mother unem-
ployed and my father fighting 
at the front, the times have been
difficult, but we've managed in
many different ways with help 
of the family and good people. 

After high school I was accepted
at School of Dentistry, University
of Zagreb. A vivid memory still
exists in my mind. It was July
1999 and I remember opening
my mail and reading 
my CSF scholarship acceptance
letter.  That feeling of pride and
happiness, which was shared by
my family as well, still fills me 
as I look back upon that day. 

CSF scholarship helped a lot
in my student years. Not only did
it help me buy books I needed 
in order to better myself it also
helped relive the burden from 
my parents, as it gave me a cer-
tain degree of financial independ-
ence. Furthermore, it shouldn’t
go unsaid that it also helped me
shift the focus of my everyday
worries from matters of existence
towards the more trivial, girlish
college worries and for that I am

What a way to start your summer.
Croatian American Cultural Center invites
everyone to come to the annual Croatian
Extravaganza. As usual, they are planning
to have roasted lamb and pork, cevape,
kobasice and other delicacies, and every-
one’s favorite, home-made desserts. 

In addition to the parade of national
costumes. Kolibrici and Koraci will be
performing various dances. The enter-
tainment this year includes Mate and
Petra from Los Angeles, Sidro group
from San Jose, Hrvatska Loza from
Chicago and Mario Cro-DJ.  

So, bring your friends and families and
enjoy the beautiful park, good food,
entertainment and be a part of the largest
gathering of Croatian people in Northern
California. 

most grateful. I would like to use
this opportunity to thank my
sponsor, Mr. Mike Laptalo. I am
exceedingly grateful on financial
support that You have provided
for me. Thanks to you my college
years were one of the best periods
of my life and I’ve enjoyed them!
It is encouraging to know that
good hearted people still exists 
in today’s world,  people whose
unselfishness and endless kind-
ness make other peoples life paths
so much easier to trod on. 
My gratitude to you, and whole
CSF will last for a life time.

During college I won two
acknowledgements of excellence
from the dean and was active as
student teaching assistant as 
well as student representative. 
I have enjoyed working with
younger colleagues and help 
them as I could.
I graduated in 2005 as second in
my class. After finishing intern-
ship, I worked in private dental
clinic for about a year. For the 
last two years I’ve worked as an
oral pathology and medicine resi-
dent in Clinical Hospital Center
Zagreb. I am also a first year 
student of postgraduate course 
at Molecular bioscience faculty. 
As a part of my PhD thesis I
investigate the role of different
genes in the process or malignant
transformation of oral precancer-
ous lesions.
In 2006 I joined CSF Croatia,
where I met wonderful people 
and gained good friends.

I am very satisfied with my job.
I love working with patients as
well as scientific improvement. 
All of that wouldn’t be possible if

it weren’t for CSF and its
unselfish membership. I hope
that someday I will be able to
provide the same kindness and
help to someone else as CSF 
has helped me. 

Thank you once again,
Ivana Canjuga

June 13 and 14, 2009 
3730 Auburn Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 

Croatian
Extravaganza



Auction sponsor
– Nina Jurjevic

Mr. Miho Simunovic, Croatian artist living in San Jose has been an avid supporter of Croatian
Scholarship Fund for over 10 years. Mr. Simunovic has donated many prints of his art to the silent
auctions that are part of our fund raising dinners. We have not had an auction fundraiser without at

least one of his prized prints or paintings and in some cases had as many as eight framed paintings. 
He believes in the CSF goals of educating young people of Croatia, Bosna and Hercegovina and CSF 
is grateful for his generosity and support. 

Mr. Simunovic was born in Omis, and was raised and educated in Zagreb. After graduating from 
art school in Zagreb, Miho first worked as a graphic designer in an advertising
firm. In 1973 he moved to California and worked as a graphic designer.  

His art captures seascapes, landscapes, villages and city scenes of Croatia
as well as the California coast, Lake Tahoe, and the Hawaiian islands. His
art mirrors special moods through the use of depth, light and shadows. 
Mr. Simunovic paints in watercolors because every color, every shade must
be deliberately considered. His artworks have been displayed in many 
one-man shows throughout California, Hawaii and Sweden. His work 
is present in numerous private and corporate collections, in 
galleries in California, and Hawaii, as well as in his studio.

Mr. Simunovic is owner/artist of Frame Company &
Gallery in Los Gatos. If you would like to know more
about Miho, please visit his web site,
www.mihosimunovic.com

Please Send to:

CSF
P.O. Box 290
San Ramon, CA 94583
For Information, please call
925.867.3768

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

❏ CSF CONTRIBUTOR (any amount) $__________

❏ CSF BENEFACTOR — 1 Full Scholarship: $1,500 $__________

❏ ADOPT-A-STUDENT — 4-Year Scholarship: $6,000 $__________

❏ CSF ENDOWMENT FUND (permanent fund, any amount) $__________

In Memory/Name of:__________________________________

❏ Check Enclosed     Credit Card: ❏ Visa    ❏ MasterCard

Card__________________________   Exp. Date________________

Exp. Date_______________________________________________

Thank You For Your Contribution to CSF!

Croatian Scholarship Fund
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